
TK
Board of Gounty Gommissioners

Agenda Request
Requested Meeting Date: November 25,2025
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REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

Action Requested:

ffi npprove/Deny Motion

Adopt Resolution (attach draft)

Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

lnformation Only

Hold Public Hearing *provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by:
Bobbie Danielson, HR Dirgctor

Department:
Human Resources Dept.

Presenter (Name and
Bobbie Danielson, HR D

Estimated Time Needed:
2-3 minutes

Summary of lssue: t
Theemployerand LELS union met on September 25,2025, and November 5,2025, and reached a tentative
agreement for the 2026-2028 contract. The union voted to ratify the Agreement on November 12,2025. We are
requesting Board ratiflcation of the Agreement today.

A redlined copy of the agreement showing all changes is attached.
Wages: Pattern settlement for 11112026 and 11112027. 5% within range movemenl1l112028.
Shift differential increased from $1.00 to $1.25lhour 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
Employee #4463 receives a one-time lump sum payment of $1,000 on January 1st each year of the Agreement.
Employee #1 100 receives a one-time lump sum payment of $1,000 on January 1,2027 and 2028.
FTO pay amended from $80/pay period to $1/hour.
MN Paid Leave (PFML)section added, 50:50 premium split. Employees can use supplemental benefits to "top off" the
PFML payment.
Any OT earned in the month of December will be paid out as wages rather than accrued as comp time. All comp time
hours unused at the end of November will be paid out in December.
Safety footwear allowance increased from $195 to $200 per calendar year.
ESST Weather Event Exception MOA added. Both the union and the employer believe waiving the use of ESST for
weather events is in the best interest of public safety.
Miscellaneous language updates. tr
Alternatives, Opti o ns, Effects o n Others/Comm ents :

Recommended Action/Motion :

Motion to ratify lhe 2026-2028 LELS Licensed Essential unit Agreement.

Financiallmpact: f7l
ls there a cosf assocrafed with this request? lV lYes
What is the totalcost, with tax and
/s fhis budseted? f,] ves

The 2026 wages are budgeted.

No

$ As described

No P/ease Explain

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2029-2023' _ _ -::

This document is a draft for discussion purposes and is subiect to review by both parties.
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AITKIN COI]NTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNTT CONTRACT
2026-2028r,__4

PREAMBLE
Aitkin County, hereinafter referred to as the "Employer" and Law Enforcement Labor Services,
Local 54, Lepteselting e4plqyee.s lltf qse qlqssjficgtjo,ns,cgyqrgd by !h!s {Sfeg4elt,
hereinafter referred to as the "Union", agree to the following provisions covering wages, hours
and working conditions during the period of this Agreement. This Agreement shall supersede
and replace all previous agreements between the parties hereto.

TERMS AND RELATIONS
This Agreement is intended to secure proper employment terms and conditions of said
Employer and to advance friendly relations between the Employer and the employees. Both the
Employer and the employees agree to carry it out fairly.

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT
The Employer agrees that all conditions of employment relating to wages, hours of work,
overtime differentials, PTO, extended sick leave, and other benefits shall be maintained at not
less than the highest minimum standard in effect at the time of signing this Agreement, and the
conditions of employment shall be improved wherever specific provisions for improvement are
made elsewhere in this Agreement.

ARTICLE 1. RECOGNITION
Section 1. Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc. shall be recognized as the sole and exclusive
representative for all essential licensed employees of the Aitkin County Sheriffs Department,
Aitkin, Minnesota, who are public employees within the meaning of Minn. Stat. '179A.03, subd.
14, excluding supervisory, confidential, and non-licensed essential employees, as setforth in

the Certification of Exclusive Representative, BMS Case No. 23PRE0600, by the Minnesota
Bureau of Mediation Services.

Section 2. REPRESENTATION. The Union shall be the sole representative of all classifications
of employees covered by this Agreement in collective bargaining with the Employer, and there
shall be no discrimination against any employee because of non-union affiliation.

Section 3. UNION STEWARD. Aitkin County and the Aitkin County Sheriff recognize the right of
the Union to designate Union Stewards to handle such Union business as may from time to time
be delegated to the Union Stewards by the Union. The Employer shall be notified in writing of
the names of the employees designated as Union Stewards.

Section 4. CHECKOFF. The Employer agrees to deduct dues from the pay of all employees
covered by this Agreement, and agrees to remit all such deductions to Law Enforcement Labor
Services, lnc. Where laws require written authorization by the employee, the same is to be
furnished in the form required. No deduction shall be made which is prohibited by applicable
law. Checkoff procedures and timing shall be worked out locally.
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AITKIN COI]NTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

Section 5. UNION SECURITY. ln recognition of the Union as the exclusive representative, the
Employer shall deduct from the pay of all employees an amount sufficient to provide payment
of initiation fees and dues established by the Union from the wages of all employees who
expressly authorize, in writing, such a deduction. The Employer shall remit such deduction to
the appropriate designated representative of Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc.

The Union agrees to indemnify and hold the Employer harmless against any and all claims,
suits, orders or judgments brought or issued against the Employer as a result of any action
taken or not taken by the Employer under the provisions of this section.

Section 6. TIME OFF. The Employer agrees to grant reasonable and necessary time off,
without discrimination or loss of seniority rights and without pay, to any employee designated
by the Union to attend a labor convention or serye in any capacity or other Official Union
business, provided one (1 ) week's written notice is given to the Sheriff by the Union, specifying
length of time off. The Union agrees that in making its request for time off for Union activities,
due consideration shall be given to the number of individuals affected in order that there shall
be no disruption of the Employefs operations due to lack of available employees.

The Employer will not pay any employee to come in on their scheduled time or day(s) off for
negotiations, but when on-duty, the Employer will permit the Union's Negotiating Committee,
comprised of up to two members of the bargaining unit, to appear at all negotiation meetings
with the Employer without the loss of pay.

ARTICLE 2. VESTED RIGHT OF MANAGEMENT
Section 1. The right to employ, transfer, direct and discipline employees and the management of
the property and equipment of Aitkin County is reserved and shall be vested exclusively in the
County Board, including the sole authority of the County Board to define cause for management
action. The County Board through authority vested by the Minnesota State Statutes shall have
the right to determine how many individuals will be employed or retained together with the right
to exercise full control and discipline in the proper conduct of its operation. The County Board
shall have the sole right to contract for any work it chooses, and direct employees to perform
such work wherever located in its jurisdiction. The County Board shall have the exclusive right
to determine the hours of employment and the length of the work week and to make changes in
the detail of the employment of the various employees from time to time as is deemed
necessary for the efficient operation of the Sheriffs Office, and the Union and the members
agree to cooperate with the County Board in all respects to promote the efficient operation of the
Sheriffs Office. The Union will be notified by the County Board or desiqnee of any said changes
or adjustments. The provisions of this Article are subject to the procedural rights of the
employees as set forth in the other Articles contained in this Agreement.
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AITKIN COI]NTY SHERIFF OFFICE L]CENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

ARTICLE 3. EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Section 1. A regular employee is hereby defined as a person hired to fill a permanent full{ime
position.

Section 2. A regular seasonal employee is hereby defined as a person on the active payroll only
during the season in which the services are required.

Section 3. A temporary employee is hereby defined as a person hired for a period of time not to
exceed six (6) months and they shall be separated from the payroll at the end of such period. At
the time of hiring, temporary employees will be notified that their employment is temporary and
that they shall accrue no rights under this Agreement for such periods of time worked.
Successive appointments to temporary positions will not be made unless mutually agreed to
between the County and the Union.

Section 4. A part-time employee is hereby defined as a person who is covered by this
Agreement and is assigned to work 29 hours per week or less on average.

ARTICLE 4. PROBATION
Section 1. All newly hired employees shall serve a one year probationary period of continuous
service. During such probationary period they shall not accrue any seniority rights and shall be
subject to dismissal for any reason without recourse to the grievance procedure. Upon
completion of the one ('l ) year probationary period, the employee shall be granted seniority
rights from the date of original hire.

Section 2. TransporUSecurity Deputy (Grade 6) incumbents who are selected to fill the Deputy
Sheriff (Grade 8), Patrol Sergeant, or lnvestigator vacancy will serve a one-year probationary
period in the new position (the one-year probationary period begins when employee starts in the
new position not from date of acceptance).

ARTICLE 5. SENIORITY
Section 1. The seniority of all employees covered by the terms of this Agreement shall begin
with the employee's starting date of employment as a regular employee, provided, however, that
no time prior to discharge or quit shall be included. The employee's seniority shall not be
diminished by temporary lay-off due to lack of work, shortage of funds or any other contingency
beyond the control of either party to this Agreement.

Section 2. The policy of seniority shall prevail to regular employees andpart{img enployggs.

Section 3. The seniority list shall be posted and kept up-to-date annually by the Employer. A
copy of the list shall be made available to Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc. upon request.
Said seniority list shall contain the name and starting date of each employee. Seasonal and
part time employees shall be carried on the bottom of the list in proper sequence and the list
shall so state that they are seasonal or part time.

Section 4. No seasonal employee, part-time employee, or temporary employee shall exceed in
seniority a regular employee who fills a full-time position.
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ATTKIN COIJNTY SHERTFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

-J

Section 5. Seniority shall terminate if:
A. An employee quits.
B. An employee is discharged for cause and is not reinstated.
C. An employee is absent because of a layoff for a period exceeding one (1) year

Section 6. Any employee who is elected (or appointed mid-term and then elected during the
upcoming term of office) to the position of Sheriff is entitled to a leave of absence without pay for
up to 10 years, with right of reinstatement as provided in MN Statute 3.088. The 10 year leave of
absence starts on the date they are elected (not appointed mid-term) to office. Their accrued
PTO and severance pay (if eligible) will be paid out at the time they leave the position covered
by this Agreement and are first sworn in as Sheriff (appointed mid-term or elected) so a balance
is not carried on the books.

Section 7. Any employee who is appointed to the position of Undersheriff is entitled to a leave of
absence without pay for up to 10 years and their accrued PTO and personal leave will be
carried forward with them to the supervisory unit.

Section 8. ln the event of a reduction in the work force or hours, the employee with the least
seniority in the affected classification shall be laid off first. Employees on layoff status shall
have the right to recall for a period of one (1 ) year from their date of layoff when a recall is
initiated by the Employer. ln the event of a recall employees will be recalled in the inverse order
of layoff by classification. ln the event of a layoff of an lnvestigator/Patrol Sergeant, the
employee to be laid off may bump the least senior Deputy Sheriff or, Security/Transport Deputy
Sheriff provided the employee has more seniority than the least senior Deputy Sheriff or
Security/Transport Deputy incumbent. Likewise, a Deputy Sheriff may bump the least senior
Security/Transport Deputy Sheriff provided the employee to be laid off has more seniority than
the least senior Security/Transport Deputy Sheriff incumbent..

An employee being laid off who exercises seniority rights to bump into another classification
shall be in a probationary status as to the new position for ninety (90) calendar days.

ARTICLE 6. SGHOOLING
Section 1. All employees who are required to attend school shall be paid the straight time
hourly rate for each day of attendance at school. lt is further agreed that they shall be
reimbursed for necessary and actual expenses in accordance with the established policy of the
County of Aitkin on presentation of expense report with receipts. Any function which requires
mandatory attendance shall have the hours counted toward computing weekly overtime.

ARTICLE 7. SAFETY/EXPENSES/LOSS OR DAMAGE
Section 1. SAFETY EQUIPMENT. No employee shall be required to drive a vehicle that does
not comply with all state and city safety regulations. All vehicles shall be equipped with
adequate heaters, air conditioners, defrosters and matting.

Section 2. EXPENSES. All employees, when away from their homes overnight because of their
duty, or outside the County, shall be reimbursed for food and lodging expenses during their
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AITK]N COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UN]T CONTRACT

absence in accordance with the established policy of the County of Aitkin on presentation of
expense report with receipts.

Section 3. LOSS OR DAMAGE. Employees shall not be charged for loss or damage to
equipment unless clear proof of negligence is shown. This Article is not to be construed as
applying to charging for normal usage or wear and tear on equipment.

ARTICLE 8. UNIFORMS
Section 1. The County agrees to supply to all regular full-time employees, three (3) winter and
three (3) summer uniforms. Replacements will be furnished when needed.

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2023, the employer will provide a safety footwear allowance for
each full-time employee covered by this Agreement of up to $2!9.qq pqr_c_a!e1_dq1y_e_a1,_up_otr _ , _ - -
submission of receipt, to be used specifically for or towards safety footwear.

ARTICLE 9. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
Section 1. Physical, mental or other examinations required by the Employer shall be promptly
complied with by all employees, provided, however, the Employer shall pay for all such
examinations. Examinations not to exceed one (1 ) in any one (1) year, unless the employee
has suffered serious injury or illness during the year. Employees shall receive their regular
compensation and shall not be deducted pay for time spent during an examination required by
the Employer. lf the employee disagrees with the results of the medical examination required by
the Employer, the employee may be examined by a doctor chosen by the employee or the
Union. The Employer shall not be required to pay for said examination. The employee and the
Union shall provide the Employer with a copy of the second opinion.

lf the opinions of the Employer's and the employee's or Union's physician differ, the Employer
may require the employee to submit to a third examination by a physician at Essentia Health -
Baxter at the expense of the Employer. The opinion of the third physician shall be binding.
Employees shall receive their regular compensation and shall not be deducted pay for time
spent during this third examination.

ARTICLE 10. WEEKLY HOURS AND OVERTIME RATES
Section 1. The Sheriffs Office maintains the facilities on a twenty-four (24) hour a day basis.
The Employer shall establish work schedules for its employees and shall post the schedules for
one (1 ) week.

Section 2. ln an 8 hour per day schedule: All hours over eight (8) hours per day and/or 40 hours
per week shall be paid at one and one-half (1-112) times the rate of pay.

Section 3. ln a 1 0 hour per day schedule: All hours over ten (1 0) hours per day and/or 40 hours
per week shall be paid at one and one-half (1-112) times the rate of pay.

Section 4. REST BREAKS. lf the needs of the service permit, all employees shall be allowed
two (2) fifteen (15) minutes rest breaks in each eight (8) and ten (10) hour shift, at times
determined by the work load.
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AITKIN COT]NTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL IINTT CONTRACT

Section 5. COMP TIME
A. At the discretion of the Sheriff, employees shall be permitted to accrue compensatory
time off hours in lieu of the overtime pay as set forth in Article 10 .

B. Compensatory time shall accrue at the rate of one and one-half (1-112) hours for each
overtime hour worked.

C. Use of compensatory time is subject to the prior approval of the Sheriff or the Sheriff's
designee and the needs of the Sheriff's Office.

D. lt is agreed and understood that the use of compensatory time shall not result in
overtime hours for any other employee of the Sheriff's Office.

E. The maximum compensatory time accrual shall be fifty (50) hours.

f .{[ qcclqe_d_qn_d_qr_ugqdqo_pp_e19qt9ql_t1pe_l1o_u191vi!l_b_ep_a!d_qqt_a! !h_e_e1{ _o[ g?c!r_ _ _ , -
calendar year so as to not carry a balance fonrard into each subsequent year. Discuss...

Comp Time

O,*r i|!ir t .C l ;
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AITKIN COI]NTY SHER]FF OFFTCE LTCENSED ESSENTIAL IJNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

Section 6. CALL-BACK PAY / CALL-OUT PAY. lf any employees are called back to work after
completing the scheduled work day, or are called out for work during scheduled time off, they
shall receive the minimum of two (2) hours pay at time and one-half (1-112). Call-out time is
limited to additional hours within the same day as the scheduled work. Call-out time does not
apply to pre-scheduled training dates or mandatory staff meetings.

Section 7. RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS. Rescue organizations under the control of the Sheriff
(including the Aitkin County Volunteer Search & Rescue and similar organizations) may perform
duties covered by this Agreement only in the case of an emergency, when a special skill or
equipment is needed, or when all bargaining unit employees (except those on extended sick
leave, workers compensation, PTO or temporary layoff) are engaged in work. An emergency is
defined as a circumstance where additional persons are needed to seek to prevent death or
serious bodily harm. "Rescue organizations under the control of the Sheriff' do not include
search and rescue organizations from other jurisdictions, the civil air patrol, volunteer fire
departments, or other similar rescue organizations, and said rescue organizations may be called
at the discretion of the Sheriff. This section shall not be interpreted to prohibit the ATV Posse or
similar organizations from providing crowd and traffic control at community events or assisting at
the annual County fair.

Section 8. COURT TIME. An employee who is scheduled to appear in court during the
employee's scheduled off duty time shall receive a minimum of four (4) hours pay at the
employee's regular base rate of pay, unless the court appearance is cancelled by 6:00 p.m.
prior to the business day of the scheduled court appearance. These hourg_s[qll_b_e_qs_eQ 11 _ _
computing overtime pay. An extension of or early report to a regularly scheduled shift for court
appearance does not qualify the employee for the four (4) hour minimum. Note: Court Time shall
be entered as Regular hours on the employee's timesheet unless the employee has already
worked 40 hours per week.

ARTICLE 11. PAY PERIOD
Section 1. All employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid bi-weekly on Friday for work
performed during the previous pay period. lf a holiday falls on Friday, pay day will be the last
workday before the holiday. Each employee shall be provided with a statement of gross
earnings and an itemized statement of all deductions made for any purpose.

ARTICLE 12. PROMOTIONS
Section 1. ln filling job vacancies or new positions preference shall be given to those
employees oldest in point of service, provided, however, that the qualifications and physical
fitness of the employees being considered for the job have to be relatively equal. ln judging
employee's qualifications for the job, the following factors shall be considered:

A. Ability to perform related work.
B. Attitude.
C. Aptitude.
D. Versatility.
E. Efficiency.
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AITKIN COI]NTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL I]NIT CONTRACT
2026-202a

J_-, I

F. Previous work record.
G. Attendance.

Where qualifications and ability are equal, then seniority shall prevail.

Section 2. All job vacancies or new positions shall be posted on the intranet for a period of five
(5) weekdays (Monday through Friday) so that the interested employees may have an
opportunity to apply. Such notice shall state the requirements of the job. Employees shall apply
for the vacancy or new position in writing, and only those applicants who meet the requirements
shall be considered.

Section 3. TransporVSecurity Deputy incumbents who meet the minimum qualifications and
apply for promotion to Deputy Sheriff, Patrol Sergeant, or lnvestigator will be considered for the
position along with external candidates who apply.

Section 4. The successful applicant shall have a ninety (90) calendar day trial period in which to
demonstrate his or her ability to perform the job. Dudng the trial period, either the employee or
the County may request that the employee return to their previous position and rate of pay per
the collective bargaining agreement without loss of seniority.

Section 5. The Employer may make immediate temporary assignments to fill any vacancy or
new position while the job posting procedures are being carried out. lf there is a dispute
involving the provisions of this Article it shall be referred to the grievance procedure of this
Agreement for resolution.
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AITKIN COTINTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTTAL UNIT CONTRACT
2029-2_0_2_L <:

ARTICLE 13. LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Section 1. Family and Medical Leave - Eligible employees will be granted FMLA in accordance
with legal mandates and County policy.

Sqcjigrl ?I.-lUtnJrgggtjr=P*ajd Lgave (PFML). Beqinninq Januarv '1, 2026, the emplover and the_

emolovee shall equally split the cost of Minnesota family and medical leave premiums (Statute

268B.14). The emplovee portion shall be paid ihrouqh pavroll deduction.

The Emploverwill allow emplovees to use supplemental benefits, includinq Extended Sick
Leave, Personal Leave, and then PTO concurrentlv with Paid Familv and Medical Leave (PFML)
benefits, provided that the emplovee elects this option at the start of their leave. This
supplemental benefit will continue until the leave ends or all supolemental benefits are
exhausted, whichever occurs first, ensurino that the combined total does not exceed the
employee's reqular base salary.

Section p. Leayg gf AQse4qe - Any employee desiring a leave of absence from his or her
employment shall secure written permission from the Sheriff pl!e_$!elllg-qpg1g1ee. Except as
required by law, the maximum leave of absence shall be two (2) thirty (30) day periods and may
be extended for like periods upon approval of the County Administrator. During the period of
absence, the employee shall not engage in gainful employment without prior written approval of
the County Administrator. Failure to comply with this provision shall result in the complete loss
of seniority rights. The employee must make suitable arrangements for continuation of health
and welfare and pension payments before the leave may be approved by the Employer. The
employee will provide written notice to the Union of all leaves of absence approved pursuant to
this paragraph.

Section 3!. Iempolqry Lqy-Of -A teqpoqty lay-oJf iC QeJrl_eQ _a9 9 lqy_-g[ l_agtjrg_ryt llole_ Lhq! _ _ - ,
one (1) year. After such period, the employee shall be considered terminated.

Section t._Re_c,a! ; f_eqqllo-f an_employee sfqllQe proyiQq{ lo1 1n t!9 fo lqyrlg4qnlgl l1i!iql!y, _ , ,
the County shall attempt to locate the employee by telephone. lf that attempt is unsuccessful,
the Employer shall post a certified or registered letter to the employee's last known address. lf
the employee fails to respond to said letter within a five (5) working day period from the date of
receipt of the signed, requested "Return Receipt" or notification from the Post Office that said
notice is undeliverable, the employee shall be considered terminated.

ARTICLE 14. HOLIDAYS
Section 1. All full-time employees (probationary and non-probationary) shall be entitled to the
following paid holidays, eight (8) hours each, unless noted otherwise:

\'
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The employer will agree to provide 4 hours of holiday pay on Christmas Eve, regardless
of the day of week it falls.

Permanent part-time employees who work an average of fourteen (14) or more hours per week
shall be eligible for pro-rated holiday pay. Proration shall be based on full-time hours of 2,080
hours per year. Seasonal and temporary employees are not eligible for holiday pay.

Section 2. When an employee is required to work on any of these holidays, they shall be paid at
the rate of time and one-half (1-112) in addition to their regular holiday pay.

Section 3. For the purpose of overtime pay, holidays shall be celebrated on the day on which
the holiday falls. When a paid holiday falls during an employee's vacation, he/she shall receive
holiday pay for the holiday and will not be required to use PTO for the holiday.

Section 4. Full{ime employees may elect to use their accrued and unused PTO, up to the
number of hours in each employee's regularly scheduled shift, to complete a holiday.

I Section 5. Holidav Hours Worked: See MOAJlglLday Piry), gtjacJrgd lo=Aqreement.

ARTICLE 15 PAID TIME OFF
Section 1. Employees will receive PTO that will accrue on a per payroll period basis. Full-time
(probationary and non-probationary) employees shall accrue PTO benefits based on the
following table:

Annual
Completed Years
of Service

Rate of
Accumulation
(Hours oer Month)

Annual Hours
of PTO

0 16
(New full-time
employees will be
provided 40 hours
of PTO at time of
hire so their rate
of accumulation
for the first year
will be adjusted
accordinolv.)

192

3 18 216
5 20 24Q
10 22 264
15+ 24 288
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Section 2. Employees who have used at least 80 PTO hours in the previous twelve-month
period may elect pay in lieu of PTO for up to 120 hours once in any calendar year. Such PTO
cash out will not be counted as hours worked for the purpose of computing overtime.

Section 3. Employees may accrue up to a maximum of 280 hours PTO.

Section 4. All PTO hours count as time worked for the purpose of overtime computation.
(Holidays, comp time, personal leave, and extended sick bank hours do not count towards the
computation of overtime, with one exception as noted in Article 14, Section 5.)

Section 5. Upon separation of service, the employee will be paid for any unused PTO, up to the
maximum accrued amount, unless the employee is terminated because of an illegal act
regardless of whether any legal remedies are pursued or whether any conviction results. ln the
event of the death of an employee, the employee's accumulated PTO credits shall be paid to the
employee's estate.

Section 6. Employees are allowed to transfer any accrued PTO over the maximum accrual
amount to the extended sick leave bank where there is no severance payment upon separation
of servicel. At no time can the extended sick leave bank exceed 960 hours for employees hired
on or before September 1 ,2021 or 720 hours for employees hired after September 1,2021 .

PTO that has been transferred to the extended sick leave bank can only be used in accordance
with the sick leave provisions in Article 15, Section 1'l (Extended Sick leave banUCare of
relatives).

Employees who are eligible for severance pay under Article 16 are grandfathered in and will be
allowed to continue to bank up to 960 hours in their extended sick leave bank. (Sheryl Cook,
Aaron Cook,,J91 .Cli'le_, _Grgg P?y'lqqt,aqd QatAs_qqsj _ _ _

Section 7. Part-time employees shall be entitled to PTO benefits on a pro-rated basis, up to a
total of 40 hours PTO per calendar year, in accordance with county policy. Seasonal and
temporary employees are not eligible to accrue PTO benefits.

Section 8. PTO benefits shall only accrue when an employee is in a paid status or on an
approved military leave. PTO benefits shall not be earned by any employee during a leave of
absence without pay, suspension without pay, or time otherwise not paid.

Section 9. ln order to assure the orderly performance and continuity of services provided,
employees wishing to schedule a vacation should request PTO as far in advance as reasonably
possible, but usually at least one (1) week in advance of the requested vacation period.
Requests for PTO usage shall be granted by the Department Head or designee unless it is
determined that such absence would adversely affect and interfere with the orderly performance
and continuity of services. lt may be necessary to limit the number of employees taking vacation
at the same time or during an event or particular period of time. Such requests, however, shall
not arbitrarily be denied. Requests for vacation will be processed giving preference to the order
in which the requests are received. ln the event requests are received at the same time for the
same vacation period, then time-in-department will be the determining factor.
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Section 10. Probationary employees may use accrued PTO with supervisory approval.

Section 11. Extended Sick Leave Bank / Care Of Relatives

A-Accrued sick leave may be used when an employee cannot perform work duties due to
but not limited to the following: personal illness or injury; necessity for medical or dental
treatment or examination, where such treatment cannot be scheduled outside of working
hours; emergency, illness or injury of the employee's immediate family member which
requires the employee's attendance and care; quarantine directed by a medical
physician; disability; pre and postnatal care, or for anv of the reasons covered bv
Minnesota's Earned Sick and Safe Time law (ESST). For the purpose of this paraqraph,
familv member has the meaninq oiven in Minn. Stat. 181.9445. Subd. 7.,_ _ , _ _ : -

B. An employee must notify the employee's supervisor of sick leave usage prior to the
employee's starting time, unless an emergency prevents the employee from doing so.
Failure to give such notice may be cause for disciplinary action.

C. The County reserves the right to require written medical certification from an employee,
unless prohibited bv law.

D. ln the event of three (3) consecutive days of absence or in cases of the repeated and
systematic absence of an employee the Department Head or Supervisor may require a
medical statement from an appropriate medical authority before granting sick leave, as
well as verification that an employee is able to perform the duties of employment before
the employee is allowed to return to work.

E. Any employees accepting a supervisory position shall have their sick leave benefits
carried forward with them to the supervisory unit.

ARTICLE 16. SEVERANCE PAY
Section 1. All regular employees of Aitkin County who were hired on or before April 1, 2008,
after completion of ten (1 0) years continuous service, shall be entitled to severance pay u pon
retirement, death, layoff, resignation, or upon promotion to the Aitkin County Undersheriff
position. An employee must be laid off for more than one year before being entitled to
severance pay. The requirement of ten (10) years continuous service is waived as to any
payment of severance pay due to death or retirement pursuant to a bona fide retirement plan
Such severance pay shall be allowed as follows:
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Section 2. Upon layoff for more than one year, retirement, or resignation, the severance benefit
will be paid to the eligible employee. ln the event of death, the severance pay shall be paid to
the employee's estate. The severance pay benefit is eliminated for all employees hired after
April 1, 2008.

Section 3. MSRS HCSP. For employees who have met age and service requirements
necessary to receive an annuity from PERA or who are receiving a disability benefit from PERA,
the County will deposit 100% of the employee's severance pay and accrued but unused
vacation or PTO into a MSRS HCSP account upon retirement or resignation in good standing.

Section 4. For employees who are promoted to the Aitkin County Undersheriff position, the
County will deposit 100% of the employee's sick leave severance pay into a MSRS HCSP
account upon promotion. The language in this paragraph (B) is contingent upon approval by
MSRS HSCP and also contingent upon language being updated in the LELS Supervisory
Agreement to match, so no conflicting language exists between the two Agreements.

ARTICLE I7. PERSONAL LEAVE
Section I . Full-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be granted twelve (12)
hours of personal leave on or about January 1 and July 1, and may accumulate up to thirty-six
(36) hours of personal leave at any given time. Personal leave is not paid out upon separation of
employment or death.

Section 2. Part-time (probationary and non-probationary) employees shall be entitled to
personal leave on a pro-rated basis. Seasonal and temporary employees are not entitled to
personal leave with pay.

ARTICLE 18. BEREAVEMENT LEAVE
Section 1. When a death occurs in a regular full-time employee's immediate family, the
employee may take up lo 24 hours off with pay to attend the funeral or make funeral
arrangements over the course of up to three (3) days. i.e. 3 eight-hour days or 2.4 ten-hour
days or 2 twelve-hour days. Employees may elect to use their accrued and unused extended
sick leave or PTO, up to the number of hours in each employee's regularly scheduled shift, to
complete a bereavement leave day. The County may require verification of the need for the
leave. For purposes of this Article, immediate family members are defined as an employee's
spouse, life partner, child, stepchild, parent, stepparent, sibling, step sibling, father-in-law,
mother-in-law, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, grandparent, and
grandchild.

ln cases requiring extensive travel time, the employee may be granted up to an additional 16
hours off with pay over the course of up to two (2) days, subject to approval of the Sheriff.
Extensive travel time is defined as travel distance greater than 250 miles, one way.

Additional time, if needed, may be allowed by the County Sheriff, but such additional time in
excess of forty (40) hours off with pay, over the course of up to five (5) days as indicated above,
shall be charged against the employee's extended sick leave or PTO.
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As an example, the general infenf rs as follows: If the employee is working 12 hour shifts and
needs two days off, they would be paid for 24 hours bereavement leave - or if they are working
10 hour shifts and need two days off, they would be paid for 20 hours bereavement leave -- or if
they are working I hour shifts and need two days off, they would be paid for 16 hours
bereavement leave -- or if they are working 12 hour shifts and need 3 days off and there's no
extensive travel time, they would be paid for 24 hours bereavement leave and can elect to use
12 hours from their extended sick leave bank or PTO for the third day - or if they are working 10
hour shifts and need three days off and there's no extensive travel time, they would be paid for
24 hours bereavement leave and can elect fo use 6 hours from their extended sick leave bank
or PTO to complete the third day and it is understood that in most cases fhe County is not likely
to schedule an employee to retum for a paftial shift on the last day.

ARTICLE I9. RETIREMENT
Section1.Retirementbenefits,specifically'PEB'ry|u
be provided to each employee covered by this Agreement as required by state statute.

ARTICLE 20. INSURANCE AND BONDS
Section 1. GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE
The Employer agrees to offer a Group Health lnsurance plan equivalent to existing coverage,
subject to the provisions of this Article and limitations, benefit and conditions established by the
contract with the insurance carrier. The aggregate value of benefits provided by the group health
insurance contract for employees covered by this collective bargaining agreement shall not be
reduced, unless the employer and union agree to a reduction in benefits.

ln the event the health insurance provisions of this Agreement fail to meet the requirements of
the Affordable Care Act and its related regulations or cause the Employer to be subject to a
penalty, tax or fine, the Union and the Employer will meet immediately to bargain over
alternative provisions so as to comply with the Act and avoid any penalties, taxes or fines for the
Employer.

The Employer shall contribute on behalf of eligible permanent and probationary employees
working thirty (30) or more hours per week as follows:

The Employer's contribution shall not exceed the cost the

The employer may offer a waiver plan by county policy

2026-2028

L7
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The employee may "buy up" to available higher cost plans by paying the premium difference.
However, note, there is no employer HSA contribution offered on the higher cost plans.

Effective January 1 , 2023, the Employer shall make a contribution to each eligible employee's
HSA (or Veba) account, pro-rated by pay period lover 24 pay periods per calendar yearl, as
follows:

The Employer shall be obligated to make only one (1) HSA (or Veba) account contribution on
behalf of an employee. Therefore, if the employee is enrolled as a dependent of another
employee for whom the Employer has made a family coverage contribution, the Employer is not
obligated to make a separate single coverage contribution on behalf of the employee.

Coverage starts on the first of the month following date of hire.

Part{ime employees who work less than 30 hours per week on average are not eligible for
health insurance benefits.

Section 2. LIABILITY INSURANCE
The County of Aitkin agrees to furnish, at no cost to the employee, liability insurance to protect
officers in amounts equal to the County's statutory liability for claims where the county has a
duty of indemnification pursuant to Minnesota Statute Section 5466.07.

lf during the term of this Agreement, the State Legislature passes legislation that changes the
current state statute 466.07, the parties agree to meet and negotiate Article 20, Section 2.

Section 3. LIFE INSURANCE
The Employer agrees to provide and pay for a life insurance policy of $25,000 for all regular
employees and to provide life insurance coverage in the amount of $15,000 for their spouses
and dependents up to age 26, sub.iect to carrier restrictions.

Section 4. LONG-TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE AND OTHER VOLUNTARY BENEFITS
The Employer shall provide Long Term Disability lnsurance reimbursement for full-time
permanent employees in accordance with the Personnel Policy. Parttime employees are not
eligible for LTD.

Full-time permanent employees shall have the option to purchase other voluntary benefits as
offered by the Employer at the employee's cost in accordance with the terms of the policy
between the Employer and insurance carrier.

Section 5. BONDS AND PREMIUMS

Sinole 52.260 oer vear. oro-rated bv oav oeriod
Sinole + '1 $3.260 oer vear. pro-rated bv oav oeriod
Familv $3.260 Der vear. oro-rated bv oav oeriod
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Should the Employer require any employee to give bond, cash bond shall not be compulsory,
and any standard premium involved shall be paid by the Employer.

The primary obligation to procure the bond shall be on the Employer. lf the Employer cannot
arrange for a bond within ninety (90) days, he must so notify the employee in writing. Failure to
so notify shall relieve the employee of the bonding requirement.

lf the proper notice is given, the employee shall be allowed thirty (30) days from the date of such
notice to make his/her bonding requirements. Standard premiums only on said bond to be paid
by the Employer. The standard premium shall be that premium paid by the Employer for bonds
applicable to all other of its employees in similar classifications. Any excess premium to be paid
by the employee.

ARTICLE 21. INDIVIDUAL AGREEMENT
Section '1 . The Employer agrees not to enter into any contract or agreement with any
employees, individually or collectively, which in any way conflicts with the terms and provisions
of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 22. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
Section 1. Definition of a Grievance

A grievance is defined as a dispute or disagreement as to the interpretation or application of the
specific terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Section 2. Union Representatives

The Employer will recognize representatives designated by the Union as the grievance
representatives of the bargaining unit having the duties and responsibilities established by this
Article. The Union shall notify the Employer in writing of the names of such Union
representatives and of their successors when so designated.

Section 3. Processing of a Grievance

It is recognized and accepted by the Union and the Employer that the processing of grievances
as hereinafter provided is limited by the job duties and responsibilities of the employees and
shall therefore be accomplished during the normal working hours only when consistent with
such employee duties and responsibilities. The aggrieved employee and a Union representative
shall be allowed a reasonable amount of time without loss of pay when a grievance is
investigated and presented to the Employer during normal working hours provided that the
employee and the Union representative have notified and received the approval of the
deslgnated supervisorwho has determined that such absence is reasonable and would not be
detrimental to the work programs of the Employer.

Section 4. Procedure
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Grievances, as defined by Article 22 shall be resolved in conformance with the following
procedure:

Step 1. An employee claiming a violation concerning the interpretation or application of this
Agreement shall, within twenty-one (21) calendar days after such alleged violation has occurred,
present such grievance to the Employee's supervisor as designated by the Employer (Sheriff).
The Employer-designated representative will discuss and give an answer to such Step 1

grievance within ten (10) calendar days after receipt. A grievance not resolved in Step 1 and
appealed to Step 2 shall be placed in writing setting forth the nature of the grievance, the facts
on which it is based, the provision or provisions of the Agreement allegedly violated, the remedy
requested, and shall be appealed to Step 2 within ten (10) calendar days after the Employer-
designated representative's final answer in Step 1. Any grievance not appealed in writing shall
be considered waived.

Steo 2. lf appealed, the written grievance shall be presented by the Union and discussed with
the Employer-designated Step 2 representative (Human Resources Manager). The Employer
designated representative shall give the Union the Employer's answer in writing within ten ('10)
calendar days after receipt of such Step 2 grievance. A grievance not resolved in Step 2 may
be appealed to Step 3 within ten (10) calendar days following the Employer-designated
representative's final answer in Step 2. Any grievance not appealed in writing shall be
considered waived.

Step 3. lf appealed, the written grievance shall be presented by the Union and discussed with
the Employer-designated Step 3 representative (County Administrator). The Employer
designated representative shall give the Union the Employer's answer in writing within ten (10)
calendar days after receipt of such Step 3 grievance. A grievance not resolved in Step 3 may
be appealed to Step 4 within ten (10) calendar days following the Employer-designated
representative's final answer in Step 3. Any grievance not appealed in writing shall be
considered waived.

Step 4. A grievance unresolved in Step 3 and appealed to Step 4 by the Union shall be
submitted to arbitration subject to the provisions of the Public Employment Labor Relations Act
of 1971 as amended. The selection of an arbitrator shall be made in accordance with the
"Rules Governing the Arbitration of Grievances" as established by the Bureau of Mediation
Services. However, a grievance arbitration for written disciplinary action, discharge or
termination shall include the arbitrator selection procedures established in Minnesota Statue
626.892.

Section 5. Arbitrato/s Authority

A. The arbitrator shall have no right to amend, modify, nullify, ignore, or add to or subtract
from the terms and conditions of this Agreement. The arbitrator shall consider and
decide only the specific issue(s) submitted in writing by the Employer and the Union, and
shall have no authority to make a decision on any other issue not so submitted.
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B. The arbitrator shall be without power to make decisions contrary to, or inconsistent with,
or modifying or varying in any way the application of laws, rules, or regulations having the
force and effect of law. The arbitrator's decision shall be submitted in writing within thirty
(30) calendar days following close of the hearing or the submission of briefs by the
parties, whichever be later, unless the parties agree to an extension. The decision shall
be binding on both the Employer and the Union and shall be based solely on the
arbitrator's interpretation or application of the express terms of this Agreement and to the
facts of the grievance presented.

C. The fees and expenses for the arbitrator's services and proceedings shall be borne
equally by the Employer and the Union. Each party shall be responsible for
compensating its own representatives and witnesses. lf either party desires a verbatim
record of the proceedings, it may cause such a record to be made, providing it pays for
the record. lf both parties desire a verbatim record of the proceedings, the cost shall be
shared equally.

Section 6. Waiver

lf a grievance is not presented within the time limits set forth above, it shall be considered
"waived". lf a grievance is not appealed to the next step within the specified time limit or any
agreed extension thereof, it shall be considered settled on the basis of the Employer's last
answer. lf the Employer does not answer a grievance or an appeal thereof within the specified
time limits, the Union may elect to treat the grievance as denied at that step and immediately
appeal the grievance to the next step. The time limit in each step may be extended by mutual
agreement of the Employer and the Union in each step.

Section 7. Choice of Remedy

lf, as a result of the written Employer response in Step 3, the grievance remains unresolved,
and if the grievance involves the suspension, demotion, or discharge of an employee who has
completed the required probationary period, the grievance may be appealed either to Step 4 of
Arlicle 22 or to another procedure such as Veterans Preference. lf appealed to any procedure
other than Step 4, the grievance shall not be subject to the arbitration procedure provided in

Step 4. The aggrieved employee shall indicate in writing which procedure is to be used - Step 4
of this grievance procedure, or an alternative procedure. The election set forth above shall not
apply to claims subject to the jurisdiction of the United States Equal Employment Opportunity
Commissioner unless allowed by law.

Section 8. Postmark

A grievance shall be considered to have been presented within the time limits set forth in this
Article if it is postmarked within the time limits specified. The Employer's written response to a
grievance shall be considered to have been made within the time limits set forth in this Article if
it is postmarked within the time limits specified.

ARTICLE 23. DISCIPLINE
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Section 1. Disciplinary action, including oral reprimand, written reprimand, suspension without
pay, demotion, or discharge, may be imposed upon an employee for just cause. Any disciplinary
action imposed may be processed as a grievance through the grievance procedure outlined in
Arlicle 22. Oral reprimands may not be processed beyond Step 3 of the grievance procedure.

Section 2. Employees have a right to make a clear request for union representation before or
during an investigatory interview if the discussion could in any way lead to their being disciplined
or terminated.

ARTICLE 24. DISCHARGE AND LOUDERMILL HEARING
Section 1. This Article 24 shall pertain to discharge cases only

Section 2. An employee who has completed the required probationary period shall be
discharged only for just cause after an investigation. An action to discharge an employee shall
be taken by the appointing authority only after a Loudermill Hearing has been held between the
designated Union representative and employee, and the County Administrator, or the Employee
has waived their Loudermill rights. The employee and the Union shall be given written notice of
the charges against the employee and of the Loudermill Hearing date and time at least ten (10)
calendar days prior to the meeting. The Union and the employee shall be present at the
meeting, and the Union shall present information relevant to the proposed discharge and may
present witnesses and evidence. The Sheriff and/or Human Resources Director shall have the
right to present information, witnesses and evidence at the meeting. This meeting shall be in
lieu of Steps 1 and 2 of the Grievance Procedure set forth in Article 22 of this Agreement.

Section 3. ln the event the appointing authority proceeds to discharge, then a grievance relating
to discharge shall be filed at Step 3 of the Grievance Procedure within fourteen (14) calendar
days of the date of the discharge action.

ARTIGLE 25. WAGES
Section 1 . Effective January 1,2029 employees covered by this Agreement shall be paid in
accordance with A.

Section 2. ln no event shall an employee's wage be adjusted to exceed the maximum of the
appropriate salary range.

Section 3. All employees shall remain at their rate of pay at the expiration date of this
Agreement until a new Agreement is executed by the parties.

Section 4. Within Range Movement Guarantee Effective January 1, 202Q. \t!!ile on tfq _Opeq _ -' , -
Range pay scale [implemented January 1,2023], all employees not at the maximum pay shall
receive a minimum of a 2Yo within range movement on January 1 , not to exceed the maximum
pay. This 2% within range movement guarantee does not apply if the State of Minnesota
institutes a levy limitation during the term of this Agreement. lf the State of Minnesota institutes
a levy limitation, this clause shall be reopened for negotiation. lf the Open Range pay scale is
eliminated, the 2o/o language shall not apply.
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Section 5. The employer does not consider the Open Range pay scale to include any elements
of pay for performance. lf the employer desires to move to a pay-for-performance system in the
future, it must be negotiated with the Union. There is no guarantee that the Union will agree to a
pay-for-performance system.

Section 6. Shift Differential. Effective January 1,2023, employees will receive shift differential of
$1 .ZQperloqr fol loqrq yv9(9Q Jrg4 6:Q0 p.q. to 6:00 a.m.

Section 7. Effective following ratification, when a new Deputy Sheriff is hired, the Sheriff may
assign a qualified* field training officer to conduct FTO training. The field training officer will
receive a payment of $80 per pay period, on a trial period for the duration of this Agreement.
*Must complete a ceftified FTO training course.

Section 8. Employees who terminate employment prior to the date of County Board approval of
this Agreement shall not be eligible for retroactive wage adjustments.

Section 9. Reclassification and Promotion: Employees who move to a position of a higher grade
shall receive a minimum increase of 5% or $1.00 per hour (whichever is greater), not to exceed
the maximum, or be less than the minimum rate, and will be placed into the range of the next
pay grade in this bargaining unit.

Section '10. lnvoluntary Demotion: An employee who is demoted to a lower paid classification
will be placed into the lower classification at the same percentile of the scale, not to exceed the
Maximum. Thereafter, the employee will receive within range movement as provided for by this
Agreement. (For example: a Grade 9 employee who is paid 25% higher than the Grade 9
minimum will move to the Grade I classification and be paid 25% higher than the Grade 8
minimum. Or, a Grade 9 employee who is paid at the Grade 9 maximum, will move to the Grade
8 classification and be paid at the Grade 8 maximum.) This language does not apply to
voluntary demotions when an employee applies for a new position in a lower graded
classification.

ARTICLE 26. SAVINGS AND SEPARABILITY CLAUSE
Section 1. lf any Articles or Sections of this Agreement or any riders thereto should be held
invalid by operation of law or by any tribunal of competent jurisdiction, or if compliance with or
enforcement of any Article or Section should be restrained by such tribunal pending a final
determination as to its validity, the remainder of this contract and any rider thereto, or the
application of such Article or Section to persons or circumstances other than those to which it
had been held invalid or to which compliance with or enforcement of has been restrained, shall
not be affected thereby.

Section 2. ln the event that any Article or Section of this Agreement is held invalid or
enforcement of or compliance with which has been restrained, as set forth, the parties affected
thereby shall enter into immediate collective bargaining negotiations, upon the request of the
Union or the County, for the purpose of arriving at a mutually satisfactory replacement,
pertaining to the same subject matter for such Article or Section during the period of invalidity or
restraint.
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ARTICLE 27. EXPIRATION
The period of this Agreement shall be from the 1st day of January 202Q,qqt! !h_e_3Js!{ay oJ
December, 2028,C!{ qt4l c_oqtique j1 [u]lJorqq ?!d g{qc! lrgryy_eq1t9y.e?r_tf greqlter, qelqss _ , -
written notice of intention to terminate or modify this Agreement is given by either party to the
other party sixty (60) days prior to the date of expiration or any anniversary thereof. Such notice
may be delivered personally or by certified mail and if by mail, the notice must be received sixty
(60) days prior to the expiration or anniversary date thereof. lf the notice is to terminate, this
Agreement shall then terminate on the anniversary date next following. lf the notice is to
change or modify, such notice shall specify the changes or modifications demanded.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 25t[dayof November_
,?92&_

FOR LOCAL NO.523: _c_Qur_\TY _of AITKIN

LELS Business Agent Chairperson, Aitkin County Board

Local Steward County Administrator

Local Steward Human Resources Director

Deleted: 3

Deleted: s

Deleted:3

D€leted:5

Deleted: 14th

Deleted: of

D€leted : M arch

Deletedr 3

Deleted:504

24



4
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2026-2028

The parties also agree that Article 10, Weekly Hours and Overtime Rates, pertains to hours
actually worked. lf an employee is normally scheduled to work a 1O-hour day and they
actually work 12 hours on a given day, they will be paid for 10 hours at their regular rate
and 2 hours at time-and-a-half for that shift. The parties also agree that, except as
expressly provided within the collective bargaining agreement, Article 10, Weekly Hours
and Overtime Rates, pertains to hours actually worked.

The County and Union agree that this MOA shall not set a precedent for any future matters
between the parties.

This memorandum constitutes the complete and total agreement of the parties regarding this
matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be
executed this 3rd day of January, 2025. Renewed ihis 25th dav of Novembqr, 2CI25.

FOR LOCAL NO. 504

4=lr.b 1i I 1s l2o2s

FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN

LELS Business Agent

S-/ 0-^-l5ss 1i I 18 l2o2s
Union Steward

+
3o{ rr llgl2o2s

Union Steward

County Administrator

Chairperson

2"7
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fl
This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into between
Aitkin County (hereafter "County'') and Law Enforcement
Labor Services, lnc, (hereafter"Union").fl

fl
WHEREAS, the County and the Union are parties to a

collective bargaining agreement negotiated pursuant to the
Public Employment Labor Relalions Act; andll
!I

WHEREAS, during negotiations for lhe 2023-2025 collective
bargaining agreem6nt, the parties agreed to meet to negotiate
language concerning permanent part-time employees if the
County decides to hire permanent part-time employees
starting in calendar yeat 2023-2025. 1l

!I
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as tollows:fl

II
lf the County decides to hire permanent part-time employees,
the parties will meet to negotiate language concerning part-

time employees.ll
This Memorandum of Agreement will be in ef{ect the date ol
County Board approval of the 2023-2025 bargaining
agreement. l[
This lremorandum of Agreement constitutes the complete and
total agreement of the pa(ies regarding this matter. lJ

1I
lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this

Memorandum ol Agreement lo be executed this 14th day of
March, 2023. 'll
IT

II
FOR LOCAL NO.504: FoR COUNTY OF AITKIN: 'll
tl

1I

LE#in county Board'
II
!I

II
Local Steward
'fl

II

County Administrator'll

ro#ctor II

25



AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFTCE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2029-_2_0_2_\

Memorandum of Aqreement (EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVE)
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This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into between Aitkin County (hereafter "County") and
Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc. (hereafter "Union").

WHEREAS, the County and the Union are parties to a collective bargaining agreement
negotiated pursuant to the Public Employment Labor Relations Act; and

WHEREAS, during negotiations for the 202Q-102& colqctryg lqryqfing ag1e,e11qn_t,_tbe, , * -'
PARTIES DISCUSSED EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVES; and

WHEREAS, the employer incorporated an early retlrement incentive provision into the Aitkin
County Personnel Policy manual in January 2019,

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

Employees of this bargaining unit who meet the criteria defined in the Aitkin County Personnel
Policy for participation in the early retirement incentive in 202Q 29ll qnd 20_2!,ry!ll lqyg tlp < . -
opportunity to participate. '.-

This Memorandum of Agreement constitutes the complete and total agreement of the parties
regarding this matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be
executed this25th dqy qfllovemOef ?9?, ,

I ron LocAL No.5zg_ r_\IY _Of AITKIN:

LELS Business Agent Chairperson, Aitkin County Board

Local Steward County Administrator

Local Steward Human Resources Director
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Memorandum of Aqreement (EARLY RETIREMENT INGENTIVEI

This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into between Aitkin County (hereafter "County") and
Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc. (hereafter "Union").

WHEREAS, the County and the Union are parties to a collective bargaining agreement
negotiated pursuant to the Public Employment Labor Relations Act; and

WHEREAS, during negotiations for the 2026-2028 collective bargaining agreement, the
PARTIES DISCUSSED EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVES; and

WHEREAS, the employer incorporated an early retirement incentive provision into the Aitkin
County Personnel Policy manual in January 2019,

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

Employees of this bargaining unit who meet the criteria defined in the Aitkin County Personnel
Policy for participation in the early retirement incentive in 2026,2027, and 2028 will have the
opportunity to participate.

This Memorandum of Agreement constitutes the complete and total agreement of the parties
regarding this matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be
executed this 25th day of November,2025.

FOR LOCAL NO. 523:

4=ilr.* 1i I 18 l2o2s
LELS Business Agent

ilJ o-^-15s6 11 l1s lzozs
Local Steward

+
3ry rr | 1s I 2o2s

Local Steward

FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN

Chairperson, Aitkin County Board

County Administrator

Human Resources Director

24
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WHEREAS. the Countv and ths Union ars oarties to a
colleciive barqaininq aqreemont neqotiated oursuanl to
@
lt

WHEREAS. durinq neqotiations for the 2023-2025

interest in a fitness mEmborship for msmbers: andll
'[

NOW. THEREFORE. the parties aqree as follows:ll
n
The emplover will pav 210 Fitness $10 p€r month. per
member. ll
The emolovee will pav anv difference in cost above the
@fl
Final Davment arranqomgnts are subiect to aooroval bv
210 Filness. tl

Emolovsos are on their own time and the emplover is not

lN WITNESS WHEREOF. the parties have causEd this
Memorandum of Aorsement to be executed this 'l4lh dav
of March. 2023. ll
II
T
FOR LOCAL NO. 504: FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

I

1I

T

-rocar 

stewara cou rff
II

#oirector
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Memorandum of Aqreement (ESST WEATHER EVENT EXGEPTION)

This Memorandum of Aqreement is entered into between Aitkin Countv (hereafter
"Countv") and Law Enforcement Labor Services. lnc. (hereafter "Union").

WHFRFAS the Corrnlv and the [Ini aro nartiae tn qn Anroomont fnr 2it4-tn29
neqotiated pursuant to the Public Emplovment Labor Relations Act (PELRA): and

WHEREAS, durino neqotiations, the parties discussed the ESST Weather Event
Exception: and

WHEREAS. MN Statute 181.9447. Subd. 12 permits 91 1 telecommunicators and quards
at correctional facilities who are reoresented bv a collective barqaininq aqreement to waive the
weather event use of Earned Sick and Safe Time (ESST) as stated in MN Statute 181 .9447. Subd.
1.(4): and

WHEREAS, both the union and the emplover believe waivinq the use of ESST for weather
events is in the best interest of public safetv.

NOW, THEREFORE, per MN Statute 181 .9447, Subd. 12 the union clearlv and
unambiououslv aqrees to not use ESST for weathdr events as specified under the conditions of
MN Statute 181.9447, Subd. 1(4).

Be it further aqreed, this MOA is in effect beqinninq January 1, 2026 and for the duration
of the neqotiated aqreement.

Be it further aqreed, to the extent that state statute 181.9445, Subd. 7 (ESs-Lfarnjlv
member definition) chanqes, this MOA shall be construed as consistent with those chanqes.

This MOA constitutes the complete and total aqreement of the parties reqardinq this matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Aqreement to be
executed this 25th dav of November. 2025.

FOR LOCAL NO. 523: FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

Business Aqent Chairperson,
Aitkin Countv Board of Commissioners

Steward County Administrator

Steward Human Resources Director

Date: Dated:
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AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

Memorandum of Aoreement (ESST WEATHER EVENT EXCEPTIONI

This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into between Aitkin County (hereafter
"County") and Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc. (hereafter "Union").

WHEREAS, the County and the Union are parties to an Agreement for 2026-2028
negotiated pursuant to the Public Employment Labor Relations Act (PELRA); and

WHEREAS, during negotiations, the parties discussed the ESST Weather Event
Exception; and

WHEREAS, MN Statute 181 .9447, Subd. 12 permits 9ll telecommunicators and guards
at correctional facilities who are represented by a collective bargaining agreement to waive the
weather event use of Earned Sick and Safe Time (ESST) as stated in MN Statute 181.9447, Subd.
1.(4); and

WHEREAS, both the union and the employer believe waiving the use of ESST for weather
events is in the best interest of public safety.

NOW, THEREFORE, per MN Statute 181,9447, Subd. 12 the union clearly and
unambiguously agrees to not use ESST for weather events as specified under the conditions of
MN Statute 181 .9447, Subd. 1(a).

Be it further agreed, this MOA is in effect beginning January 1, 2026 and for the duration
of the negotiated agreement.

Be it further agreed, to the extent that state statute 181.9445, Subd. 7 (ESST family
member definition) changes, this MOA shall be construed as consistent with those changes.

This MOA constitutes the complete and totalagreement of the parties regarding this matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be

executed this 25th day of November,2025.

FOR LOCAL NO. 523: FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

&{it* 1111812025

Business Agent

SJ L^-f5ss 11 I 18 lzozs
snagjffa 

11 t1s t2o2s

Chairperson,
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners

County Administrator

Human Resources DirectorSteward

2B
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J____4

Memorandum of Aqreement (12-Hour Shift Lanquaqe)

This Memorandum of Aqreement ("MOA") is entered into bv and between Aitkin Countv
("Employe/') and LELS (Union").

Purpose
The purpose of this MOA is to document the parties' mutual understandinq reqardinq discussions
on a ootential 12-hour shift structure durinq neqotiations for the 2026-2028 Collective Barqaijring_ , -
Aqreement ("Aqreement").

Aqreement
1 . During negotiations for the 2026-2028 Aqreement, the parties did not reach aqreement on

incorporatinq 12-hour shift lanquaqe into the contract.
2. ShouldtheSheriffwishtopursueimplementationofal2-hourshiftscheduleinthefuture,

the parties aqree to enqaqe in further discussions upon request.
3. Anv such discussions will address. at minimum. the application of the Fair Labor Standards

Act (FLSA) Section 7(k) work period for law enforcement emplovees, which allows
overtime to be calculated over a work period of 7 to 28 consecutive davs. The oarties
acknowledqe that application of Section 7(k) may be necessarv to avoid automatic
overtime obliqations that could occur under a standard 40-hour weeklv threshold (e.q., a
36-hour week followed bv a 44-hour week).

No Precedent / No Waiver
This MOA does not obliqate either oartv to aqree to a 12-hour shift schedule or to anv particular
contractual terms related to such a schedule.

Nothinq in this MOA shall be construed as a waiver of either partv's riqhts under the Aqreement
or applicable law.

Duration
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lN WITNESS WHEREOF. the parties have caused this Memorandum of Aqreement to be
executed this 25th dav of November, 2025.

FOR LOCAL NO.523: FOR CO[JNry OF AITKIN:
Business Aqent Chairoerson.

Aitkin Countv Board of Commissioners

Steward Countv Administrator

Steward Human Resources Director

Date: Dated:
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AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

Memorandum of Asreement (12-Hour Shift Lanquase)

This Memorandum of Agreement ("MOA") is entered into by and between Aitkin County
("Employed') and LELS ("Union").

Purpose
The purpose of this MOA is to document the parties' mutual understanding regarding discussions
on a potential 12-hour shift structure during negotiations for the 2026-2028 Collective Bargaining
Agreement ("Agreement").

Agreement
1. During negotiations for the 2026-2028 Agreement, the parties did not reach agreement on

incorporating 12-hour shift language into the contract.
2. Should the Sheriff wish to pursue implementation of a 12-hour shift schedule in the future,

the parties agree to engage in further discussions upon request.
3. Any such discussions will address, at minimum, the application of the Fair Labor Standards

Act (FLSA) Section 7(k) work period for law enforcement employees, which allows
overtime to be calculated over a work period of 7 to 28 consecutive days. The parties
acknowledge that application of Section 7(k) may be necessary to avoid automatic
overtime obligations that could occur under a standard 4O-hour weekly threshold (e.9., a
36-hour week followed by a 44-hour week).

No Precedent / No Waiver
This MOA does not obligate either party to agree to a 12-hour shift schedule or to any particular
contractualterms related to such a schedule.

Nothing in this MOA shall be construed as a waiver of either party's rights under the Agreement
or applicable law.

Duration
This MOA shall remain in effect for the duration of the 2026-2028 Agreement unless modified by
mutual written agreement of the parties.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be
executed this 25th day of November,2025.

FOR LOCAL NO. 523: FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

4={ir.* 111181202s

Business Agent

SJ A-^-lsss 11 l1s l2o2s

WF/

Chairperson,
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners

County Administrator

Human Resources DirectorSteward

gst r'ligl2o2s
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APPENDIX A
WAGE SCHEDULES
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (HOLIDAY PAY)

This Holidav Pav MOA is beino ren with the 2026-2028 Aoreement.

This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into by and between Aitkin County ("County")
and Law Enforcement Labor Services, lnc., Local 532 ("Union").

WHEREAS, the County and Union are parties to a collective bargaining agreement
in effect from January 1,2023 through December 31,2025 setting forth terms and
conditions of employment for the bargaining unit employees, including pay for overtime
and for holidays;

WHEREAS, the County and Union wish to clarify the parameters for overtime
eligibility that coincide or occur within the same week of a holiday;

NOW THEREFORE, the County and Union agree that, effective October 1,2024,
Article 14, Section 5 shall be removed and replaced with the following language:

Remove current language: Seetien 5, The empleyer agrees te Helidays Heurs
Werked eeunting tewards the eemputatien ef evertime, Timesheets must be filled

werk+PTO+heliday pay, Ne staeking ef heurs will be allewed, (retain this red
paragraph)

Replace with this language: Section 5. When an employee works on the holiday,
the actual hours worked count as time worked for the purpose of overtime
computation. When an employee receives time-and-a-half pay for working a
holiday, the actual hours worked count towards the computation of overtime, but
the holiday hours do not count towards the computation of overtime.

Examples of new Section 5 language application to various situations

Exarnple - Fmployee Works on the Holiday

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs tn Sat

Hours Worked 10 10 10 10

I Holidav

Employee will be paid 30 hours REG (Sun, Wed, Thurs], L0 hours at time-and-a-half {Mon}, and 8 hours Holiday at REG {Mon}.

Exarnple - Ernployee Works on the Holiday

Sun Mon Tue Wed fhurs lfl Sat

Hours Worked 10 10 10 10 10

I Holidav

Frnployee will be paid 30 hours REG (Sun, Wed, Thursl, 20 hours at time-and-a-half {Mon, Sat}, and I hours Holiday at REG (Mon}.

1
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When an employee does not work on a holiday, the holiday hours do not count towards
the computation of overtime, as noted in Article 15, Section 4.

Examples

Example - Ernployee does not work on the Holiday

Employee will be paid 40 hours REG (Sun, Wed, Thurs, Fri), and 8 hours Holiday at R€G (Mon)

Example - Employee does not work on the Holiday

Sun Mon Tue Wed Ihurs lfl Sat

Hours Worked 10 off 10 10 10 10

8 Holidav

Employee will be paid 4O hours BEG (Sun, Wed, Thurs, Fra), 10 hours at tirne-and-a-half (Sat), and 8 hours Holiday at REG (Mon).

The parties agree that stacking of hours will not be permitted. 'Stacking of hours'
refers to combining various types of paid time, for example regular, overtime, or
holiday, within the same shift or work week to increase total compensation. This
practice can lead to excessive or improper overtime pay and is therefore
prohibited. Employees cannot layer multiple pay categories to generate additional
overtime pay, except as described in section A below.

An employee who has been scheduled to work a holiday and subsequently
requests and is granted the day off, has two options, both of which result in

the PTO hours being counted towards overtime eligibility:

A. Use 10 hours of PTO (or the number of hours equal to their shift) of
PTO. The employee will also receive 8 hours of holiday pay (REG) at their
regular base wage.

B. Use 2 hours (or the number of hours necessary to receive a full
day's pay). The employee will also receive 8 hours of holiday pay (REG) at
their regular base wage.

Please note that PTO used on a holiday is not paid at time-and-a-half. The parties
acknowledge that "stacking of hours" in Article 14, Section 5 refers to double
counting the same hours when calculating whether the number of total hours
exceed the threshold for overtime pay. The parties further acknowledge that the
intent of this MOU is not to degrade, alter, or in any way change CBA provisions

2

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Frl Set

Hours Worked 10 off l0 10 10

8 Holidav



4.

that identify hours eligible for calculating overtime pay, for exampleArticle 15,

Section 4

The parties also agree that Article 10, Weekly Hours and Overtime Rates, pertains

to hours actually worked. lf an employee is normally scheduled to work a 10-hour
day and they actually work 12 hours on a given day, they will be paid for 10 hours
at their regular rate and 2 hours at time-and-a-half for that shift. The parties also
agree that, except as expressly provided within the collective bargaining
agreement, Article 10, Weekly Hours and Overtime Rates, pertains to hours
actually worked.

and are exeluded frem this settlement, Paymert will be issued in the pay peried

all heliday pay rnatters that.may have eeeurred prier te Oeteber 1; 2024; when this
MeA beeemes effeetive,

The County and Union agree that this MOAshall not set a precedent for any future matters
between the parties

This memorandum constitutes the complete and total agreement of the parties regarding
this matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be

executed this 3rd day of January, 2025 Renewed is 25th dav of r.2025

FOR LOCAL NO. 504 FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN

LELS Business Agent Chairperson

Union Steward

5
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Union Steward

County Administrator
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AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE LICENSED ESSENTIAL UNIT CONTRACT
2026-2028

The parties also agree that Article 10, Weekly Hours and Overtime Rates, pertains to hours
actually worked. lf an employee is normally scheduled to work a 1O-hour day and they
actually work 12 hours on a given day, they will be paid for 10 hours at their regular rate
and 2 hours at time-and-a-half for that shift. The parties also agree that, except as
expressly provided within the collective bargaining agreement, Article 10, Weekly Hours
and Overtime Rates, pertains to hours actually worked.

The County and Union agree that this MOA shall not set a precedent for any future matters
between the parties.

This memorandum constitutes the complete and total agreement of the parties regarding this
matter.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Memorandum of Agreement to be
executed this 3rd day of January, 2025. R.enewed this 25th dav of Ncvemher. 2_025,

FOR LOCAL NO. 504 FOR COUNTY OF AITKIN:

4*f".* 1111812o2s

LELS Business Agent

il 0-^-l5ss 1t | 18 lzozs

Chairperson

Union Steward

Oot rr l$l2o2s
County Administrator

+

Union Steward

27
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